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REPORT 


OF THE 


SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE, 


On the State Penitentiary. 


To the General Assembly : 


The special joint committee, raised by the joint resolution 
of the General Assembly, to visit the State Penitentiary and 
examine the condition of said institution, and the convicts 
therein, and report, with such recommendations as they might 
deem proper, have discharged that duty and respectfully ask 
leave to make the following report : 

Your committee visited the penitentiary on the 7th day of 
December, A. D? 1878, and were occupied the entire day in 
the examination of all the property of the State attached to - 
the penitentiary, including work-shops, hospital, kitchen, 
dining and bath rooms, laundry, and every thing pertaining 
to the use, comfort and sanitary condition of said institution 
and the convicts confined therein. We also conversed pri- 
vately with the convicts within the walls of the penitentiary. 
There are about seventy-five convicts confined within the 
walls, many of them females; some invalids and white men, 
who can not well be hired out as efficient hands. With these 
hands the very efficient warden has improved the grounds 
belonging to the said institution, in such style, that the same 
are almost beyond our powers of description. The Warden 
has carried on the work-shops within the walls, cultivated 
the garden and grounds attached to. the institution, and on 
which the Warden has made large crops for the quantity of 
land cultivated, and thereby greatly decreasing the expenses 


2 


of the institution. Your committee regret that the State can- 
not acquire more lands, adjacent to the penitentiary, at a 
reasonable price, on which to work the convicts who are un- 
able to work at regular farm labor. 

Your committee found everything connected with the walls 
and improvements well painted and white washed, and every- 
thing in an extraordinarily cleanly condition. The cells are 
kept neat and clean, but your committee think it a matter to 
be regretted, that they were not originally made larger, which 
could not now be done without a too large expenditure of 
' money. Under our present system of hiring out convicts on 
farms, the penitentiary building is too large and many of the 
apartments are empty, but as the number of convicts increase, 
the sick.and disabled will also increase, and at some time in 
the future, the State may have use for the vacant apartments. 

Your committee further report, that the limited time at our 
disposal, would not permit us to examine the books of the 
Warden and his account current, but upon a casual inspec- 
tion of them, they seem to be neatly and correctly kept. The 
report of the Warden will show the condition of the finances 
of the institution. 

The resolution of the General Assembly, under which we 
acted, did not contemplate that we should visit the several 
farms, in different parts of the State, on which are worked 
the convicts; and, consequently, we did not visit any of them ; 
but we are satisfied from conversations with the Warden and 
Inspectors, that their condition is watched with that vigilance 
and care which is necessary for their safe keeping and humane 
treatment. 

Your committee would respectfully recommend the follow- 
ing improvement within the walls of the penitentiary: there 
is no means by which the cells can be heated or warmed, and . 
in very cold weather we are fearful that the convicts might 
suffer from cold, and we, recommend that the Warden pro- 
cure, and erect at the expense of the institution, an apparatus 
to warm the rooms containing the cells.. 

We respectfully recommend the following changes or regu- 

lations of the institution : 

Ist. That one of the ‘Inspectors appointed under the law 
shall be a competent practicing physician, of high standing. 


3 


2d. That the laws should be so changed that there should 
be no conflict between the State and counties, as to which 
shall have the convicts. 

3d. That some law be passed by the General Assembly to 
reduce the enormous expense of carrying convicts to the 
penitentiary. 

dth. That there should be established by law or by a reg- 
ulation of the penitentiary, that not less than ten conviets 
shall be hired to one contractor or company, and that no con- 
vict shall be-hired to a relative or connexion, and shall not be 
hired out in the county in which he or she committed the 
crime of which he or she was convicted. l 

Your committee believe, with the improvements suggested, 
coupled with the energy, ability and executive qualifications 
of the present Warden, that the financial condition and gen- 
eral management of the institution, will command the respect 
and admiration, not only of the citizens of Alabama, but of 
the whole country. 

Your committee cannot, in justice to themselves, elose this 
report without saying that we approve and commend fully the . 
manner and ability with which everything pertaining to the 
duties of the Warden has been conducted and supervised ; 
and especially do we return him our thanks for the kindness 
and politeness, and gentlemanly bearing towards your com- 
mittee, and for his readiness in affording your committee 
every opportunity to be informed of all matters connected 
with the institution, of interest to the General Assembly or 
to the citizens of the State. 

All of which is rospectiully submitted. 

H. A. WOOLF, 
I. F. CULVER, 
A. 8. DAVIDSON, 
Committee on the part of the House. 
A. C. HARGROVE. 
o i J. L. CUNNINGHAM, 


Committee on the part of the Senate. 


